DO YOU WANT TO LIVE?

TEN DEATHS PER DAY

About every month, the equivalent of a Jumbo jet crashes in the United Kingdom killing all on board.  Why is there no outcry?  Well, these are the drip, drip, drip of road casualties from the carnage on our roads. Every day an average of ten people die (approximately 3,000 deaths per year.)  Many more are seriously injured wrecking what is left of their lives (approximately 450,000 per year.)  In addition to these casualties others are affected too. Family loved ones and friends are seriously changed by the bereavement or disfigurement of someone close to them.

If these casualties were caused by aircraft and happened in single events, it would be very likely no one would fly again.  However, this carnage is not from the skies, but on our roads.

THE REASON: – ONLY BASIC SKILLS TAUGHT

What are the causes? The vast majority of accidents on our roads are caused by driver error.  That is by drivers, riders and pedestrians.  Yes, there may be other contributing factors but without the road user making that rash decision all would have been well.

Many people today drive, in fact many consider it to be a right rather than a privilege.  However, this privilege needs to be earned. You first have to pass a Driving Test, which proves your basic competence to drive without being accompanied by an experienced driver. Hopefully, after this, you continue to develop your skill to become an experienced motorist.

Most people have learnt to drive in small, low powered vehicles and then progress on to larger, more powerful vehicles.  If this were the workplace the Health and Safety Regulations would compel employers to provide additional training before employees could use any new equipment. 

Let’s take aeroplanes as an example again.  Tomorrow you can have a ride in an RAF Tornado F3 Fighter plane. Now that could be really exhilarating.  By the way, the pilot first flew solo today. Still fancy it?  In fact, today, the equivalent of this is happening on our roads as new, inexperienced drivers get behind the wheels of very powerful cars. It is not the car that is the problem. It is the driver.  This is a major cause of death and injury, especially with the young.

THE ANSWER: -  ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING

Well what can you do about it?  We in RoSPA’s Advanced Drivers Association (RoADA) are offering to help you develop your driving skills to reduce the risk of your driver error. This is cheap. Just £15 for a year’s Associate Membership of the local group.  

During your year of membership you will be provided with practical training by experienced observers with the aim of your passing an Advanced Driving assessment. Why is it so cheap? All the members of the RoADA group are voluntary enthusiasts. Training is carried out upon a one to one basis with you driving your car whilst one of our Observers sits beside you.  At the end of each run different aspects of your driving will be commented upon and a report given. As these runs progress, so will your driving, to a level when you will be able to confidently undertake the Advance Driving Assessment. 

THE BENEFITS OF RoSPA 

· 50% - 70% less likely to have an accident

· Cheaper car insurance with some insurers

· Better fuel consumption

· Less wear and tear on you, your passengers and your car 

· A CONSIDERABLY IMPROVED CHANCE OF NOT BECOMING AN UNPLEASANT STATISTIC!

TO FIND OUT AND GAIN A SKILL FOR LIFE CONTACT 020-8220 5477

Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents

Advance Drivers Association

Join for just £15 to become a better driver - phone 020 8220 5477
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Don’t always feel in control when driving?  Aren’t always aware of what is going on around you?  Do other vehicles appear out of the blue?  Yes, well do something about it then, become an advanced motorist.  It may save your life, the life of a member of your family, a friend or even the life of a complete stranger.  Don’t become a statistic, live life to the full!

All training is based upon Roadcraft (the police advanced driving manual) and the Highway Code.

Don’t just drive…………………….
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	Avoid that crash by skill not
 by accident! - 020 8220 5477
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