
That Coveted Gold, No Pressure!!

When I did my first RoSPA test in 1995, I had already been an Advanced Motorist for five years and an Observer to boot.  I was training in readiness for the RAC Disabled Drivers Competition with the help of Mac Challis (our Training coordinator).  We were both only with the Institute in those days and I thought I would put all this training to good use.  We, neither of us, knew the standards for RoSPA so, in a sense there was no pressure on me.  I just did the test and got a Gold, (then came second in the National RAC Competition too).  Since then I have taken a couple of retests, retaining my coveted Gold.

When we were looking to establish this new group I wanted Mac with us.  Well he is a supreme observer.  The only problem was, Mac still hadn’t done a RoSPA Advanced Test!  As a number of other Advanced Drivers had come across to RoSPA earlier in the year, all obtaining Gold’s, the pressure was mounting for Mac!  Only a Gold would do!  No Pressure!!!  After a fair bit of preparation, (no one should even take a retest without a close appraisal of their current driving standard), he did it, successfully obtaining his Gold.  I know of other Advanced Drivers who are now going for their first RoSPA.  No Pressure!!  Well, for them, only a Gold will do too!

Well that’s the extremist, what about the ordinary driver or rider joining our ranks at NET RoADA, wanting that RoSPA’s Advanced Driving certificate on their wall?  No Pressure!!  You can only get better.  By just passing an Advanced Driving Test puts you in the top two percent of drivers.  Even doing the training will improve your chances on our roads.  Yes, you do have that Gold to aim at and like so many prodigious things, it has to be worked for.  Very few people will drive straight to it.  You need to train, gain experience of advanced techniques until they become instinctive.  Then you will find you’re not even thinking about it, you’re just doing it!

A few years ago, when I was an Observer with another group, I had a very excitable Associate.  After many trips out he still couldn’t drive to the system.  He finally decided he could go no further and stopped training.  A few months later I received a telephone call from him.

‘Hi Ray’ he said, ‘I want to thank you’.  ‘What for’ I replied, it being some time since we had last seen each other.  Vivien explained he had been driving on the M25 that afternoon with his wife.  He had been employing a two second gap, as I had taught him, but, then it started to rain, he increased the gap between himself and the lorry in front even further.  Not long after this the lorry jack-knifed!  Vivien, because of the gap he had in front of him, was able to stop his car safely and, not so suddenly so that he would be hit from behind either.  Now, Vivien went on to explain, ‘if I had been driving in the style I would have been before I met you, I would have been right up behind that lorry.  In that position I would have been caught up in the lorry and almost certainly would have been dead, along with my wife’.

There you are, yes, getting that Bronze, Silver or Gold is important but, the main thing is doing it out on the road.  Just by doing some training you can improve your chances on the highway, potentially saving a family member, a friend, or even a complete stranger from disfigurement, disability or an early grave.

So, No Pressure.  Practice and have fun on your drives, improving your driving technique.  Take RoSPA’s Advanced Test, No Pressure (honest!!), when you are good and ready.  Once you have reached the grade of Silver you can train to become an Observer, No Pressure.  Seeing someone with that silly, (I’ve just passed my test), grin on their face is very contagious.  Plus, becoming an Observer improves your skill too as it makes you think about their driving (and yours too).

