Speed Limits

Isn’t it funny, how Drivers were very willing to obey speed limits while learning to drive and taking the ‘L’ Test, but as soon as they have gained their full licence, suddenly view limits differently.  They forget that in a built up area the limit is 30mph.  They believe that on certain stretches of road, they know better than the relevant authorities, what the limit should be, and drive to their limit.  And of course, get very upset if they come up behind another driver, especially a learner, who is doing the correct limit.  

A common excuse for not obeying the limit is, “No one else does it” and “I don’t know what the limit is on this road”.

The Highway Code is quite clear.  In a built up area, where street lights are no more than 185 meters apart, the limit is 30mph. (In Scotland Class C and unclassified roads).  So, quite simply, if you are on a road you are not familiar with, and the street lights are there, you are usually on a 30mph road.  

If the road has street lights and is higher than 30mph, there change of limit must be displayed, and then repeaters, (Small versions of the speed sign), must be displayed periodically on the street lights.  Where there are no Street lights, the limit is subject to National limits, unless signs are erected to say otherwise. (Remember, in a National Speed Limit, the speed you can do is dependent upon the type of vehicle.

A common area for a limit to change is at a junction.  You proceed from one road to another, and then there is a chance the limit will change at this point.  Most drivers miss the signs because they are looking both ways for traffic and pedestrians, but the signs are placed on poles about 10’ high.  On approach to a junction, lift your eyes up, then you’ll catch the sign, if the limit will be changing.  Of course, the limit can change along a road.  Again, there are clues this can happen.  Roads changing from single carriageway to a dual carriageway or back again.  A clue to a populated area while driving down a country road, are buildings in the distance.

Another handy tip, is to glance into side roads with housing.  If there are no limits displayed there, then you are most likely on a 30mph road.  

Failing all of the above, then just keep a beady eye out for those speed cameras!

